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7 An A declaring what Offences ſhall be adjudged Treaſon. 
=FHereas the Parliament hath aboliſhed the King ly Office in England and Ireland, and 


i//@Q| in the Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging: and having Reſolved and De- 
<X ; M clared, That the people {hall for the future be Governed by its own Repreſentatives or 
TING) National Mecungs in Councel, Choſen and Entruſted by them for that purpoſe, 
JE (MM Hath ſetled the Government in the way of a Commonwealth and Free-State, with- 
S (S DL out King or Houle of Lords : Be it Enacted by this preſent Parliament, and by the 
S/N Authority of the ſame, T hatif any perſon {hall maliciouſly or adviſedly publiſh, by 
LAS VVriting, Printing, or openly Declaring, T hatthe ſaid Government 1s Tyrannical, 
«DS Uſurped or Unlawful; or that the Commons in Parliament aflembled are not the 
Supreme Authority of this Nation, or (hall plot, contrive or endeavor to ſtir up, or raile force againſt the pre- 
ſent Government, or for the ſubverſion or alteration of the ſame, and ſhall declare the ſame by any open deed, 
That then every ſuch Offence ſhall be taken, deemed and adjudged by Authority of this Parliament to be High 
Treaſon. And whereas T he K eepers of the Liberty of England, and the Councel of State, conſtituted , and 
to be from time to time conſtituted by Authority of Parliament, are to be underthe ſaid Repreſentatives in Par- 
 liamentz:Entruſted for the Maintenance of the ſaid Government, with ſeveral powers and authorities limited, 
given an appointed unto them by the Parliament ; Be it likewiſe Enacted by the authority aforeſaid, Thatif any 
perſon ſhall maliciouſly and adviſedly plot or endeavor the ſubverſion of the ſaid Keepers of the Liberty of Eng- 
land, or the Councel of State, and the ſame {hall declare by any open de:d, or [hall move any perſon or perſons 
for the doing thereof, or ſtir up the people to riſe againſt them, or either of them, their or either of their Autho- 
rities, Thatthen every ſuch Offence and Offences ſhall be taken, deemed and declared to be High Treaſon. 
And whereas the Parliament, for their juſt and lawful defence, hath raiſed and levyed the Army and Forces 
now under the command of Thomas Lord Fairfax, and are at preſent necelsitated, by reaſon of the mant- 
Mmld Diſtractions within this Commonwealth, and Invaſions threatned from abroad, to continue the ſame, 
which under God, muſt be the Inſtrumental means of preſerving the well-affeted people of this Nation in 
- and ſafety ; Beit further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, T hat if any perſon, not being an Officer, 
oldier or Member of the Army,ſhall plot,contrive or endeavor to ſtir up any Mununy in the ſaid Army,or with- 
draw any Soldiers or Officers from their obedience to their Superior Officers, or from the preſent Government 
as aforeſaid ; or ſhall procure, invite, ayd or aſsiſt any Forreigners or Strangers to Invade England or /reland, or 
ſhall adhereto any Forces raiſed by the Enemies of che Parliament or Commonwealth, or Keepers of the Liber- 
2 of England; or if any perſon ſhall counterfeit the Grear-Seal of England, for the time being uſed and appoint- 
ed by authority of Parliament, That then every ſuch Offence and Offences ſhall be taken, deemed and declared 
by authority of this Parliament to be High Treaſon, and every ſuch perſons ſhall ſuffer pains of death ; and alſo 
forfeit unto the A eepers of the Liberty of England, to and for the uſe of the Commonwealth, all and ſingular his 
and their Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, Goods and Chattels, as in caſe of High Treaſon hath been 
uſed by the Laws and Statutes of this Land to he forfeit and loſt. Provided always, That no perſons ſhall be 
Indicted and Arraigned for any the Offences mentioned in this Act, unleſs ſuch Offenders {hall be Indic- 
ed and proſecuted for the ſame, within one year after the Offence committed. And be it further Enacted 
by the Authority afereſaid, T hat if any perlon ſhall counterfeit the Money of this Commonwealth, or ſhall 
bring any falſe Money into this Land, counterfeit or other, like to the Money of this Commonwealth, know- 
ing the Money to befalſe, to Merchandize or make payment, in deceit of the people of this Nation ; or ifany 
perſon (hall hereafter falſly forge and counterfeit any ſuch kinde of Coyn of Gold or Silver, as is not the pro- 
per Coyn of this Cemmonwealth, and is or ſhall be currant within this Nation, by conſent of the Parliament, 
or ſuch as ſhall be by them authorized thereunto; or ſhall bring from the parts beyond the Seas into this Com- 
monwealth, or into any the Dominions of the ſame, any ſuch falſe and counterfeit Coyn of Money, being cur- 
rant within the ſame, as is aboveſaid, knowing the ſame money to be falſe and counterfeit, to the intent tout- 
ter or make payment with the ſame within this Commonwealth, by Merchandize or otherwiſe, or if any per- 
ſon ſhall Impair, Diminiſh, Falſifie, Clip, VVaſh, Round or File, Scale or Lighten, for wicked Lucre or Gains 
ſake, any the proper Moneys or Coyns of this Commonwealth, or the Dominions thereof, or of the Moneys 
or Coyns of any other Realm, allowed and ſuffered to be currant within this Commonwealth, or the Domini- 
ons thereof, That then all and every ſuch Offences abovementioned, ſhall be and are hereby deemed and ad- 
judged High Treaſon, and the Offenders therein, their councellors, procurers, ayders and abettors, being con- 
victed according to the Laws ofthis Nation of any of the ſaid Offences, ſhall be deemed and adjudged Traytors 
againſt this Commonwealth, and ſhall ſuffer and have ſuch pains of Death and Forfeitures, as in cale of High 
Treaſon 1s uſed and Ordained. Provided always, and be it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, T hat this Act 
touchingthe Moneys and Coyns aforeſaid, or any thing therein contained, nor any Attainder of any perſon for 
che ſame, fhall in any wiſe extend or be judged to make any corruption of Blood,to any the Heir or Heirs of any 
ſuch Offender, or to make the wife of any ſuch Offender to loſe or forfeit her Dower,of or in any Lands, Tene- 
ments or Hereditaments, or her Title, Action or Intereſt in the ſame. 
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Ordered by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, That this Aft be forthwith Printed and Publiied. 5 
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Hen: Scobell, Cleric? Parliamenti. 


- - Die Martis, 17 Julii,1 649. 
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